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biblical characters (both Old and New Testament) which highlights this truth. Neither of us fears death. We know that one day we will
see God face to face, and we will experience the !best" that God has promised: life eternal. As you anticipate Christmas this year, may
you realize thatwhile it isagreatholiday, thebest is yet tobe.

Allow me to thank you for the privilege of being your guide for fourteen of my sixteenAdvents with you. And thank you for the
privilege of sharing that journey with my colleague, mentor, and friend, Jack Houdeshel, for eleven of those years. While we bid
farewell to thisannual task,weknowthat there ismoreministry tocome through thischurchbecausewebelieve

TheRev.RandolphT.Riggs,D.Min.
Advent, 2011

thebest is yet tobe.

The Season ofAdvent, 1998 that we first published a !home grown" devotional forAdvent. For three years (1998, 1999, and 2000) I
wrote it myself. Then in 2001 my colleague, Jack Houdeshel saw me struggling to meet a deadline for publication, and he asked if he
could help. We had such fun doing it together that we made it a tradition. This is our eleventh and our final publication of an Advent
DevotionalBooklet.

Advent is a season of anticipation. The commercial world captured that season by turning it into a shopping season for Christmas.
However, this is not what the early church anticipated when it established the Sunday after Christ the King Sunday to be the first Sunday
inAdvent. On Christ the King Sunday we proclaim that Jesus is Lord of Lords and King of Kings. The following Sunday, the first Sunday
inAdvent, we start the cycle of anticipation all over again. We anticipate the second coming of Christ. We wait in expectation for the story
which tells of his incarnation (first coming), and we listen again to the prophecies which remind us that he will come again in glory to
establishhis reignon theearth (hissecondcoming).

We believe that the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments give witness to this coming kingdom. We believe that as good as the
storyof thebirthof Jesus is, it isnot theendof thestory.Thebest is yet tobe.

Because we are !two old men" writing for the final time together, we have chosen a theme from the poem by Robert Browning,
:

Grow old along with me!
The best is yet to be,

The last of life, for which the first was made:
Our times are in His hand

Who saith "A whole I planned,
Youth shows but half; trust God: see all, nor be afraid!"

We believe the Bible is the continual story of God's promised best which is yet to be, and we have chosen to give you a sweep of
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November 28

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Genesis12:1 -9 TheTestimonyofAbraham

His name was originallyAbram = Exalted Father. What we primarily know of him is contained in the Book of Genesis 11:26 - 25:8,
which is quite a large section of the Bible. When God directed him to leave his native area of Haran and migrate to an unspecified location,
he went. This kind of unquestioning obedience to the guidance of God resulted in the statement, "Abraham believed God, and it was
accounted unto him as righteousness" (Genesis 15:6). It also resulted in his being considered as the "Father of the Faithful." The
fulfillment of that title was justified in the reality that he was, in fact, the progenitor of the three major religions in the world today - Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam.Hisnamewaschanged toAbraham=FatherofaMultitude.

As he journeyed, he took with him as a part of his family, his wife, Sarah, and his nephew, Lot, also many servants and an ever-
increasing number of livestock. He had been promised by God that he and Sarah would have a son, but the years passed beyond the time
when they felt that this would be possible so they resorted to the plan of having Sarah's maid, Hagar, serve as the mother of that son, who
was Ishmael, but he was not the son who was to receive the paternal blessing. In due time, Sarah did have a son who was named Isaac,
and itwashewhowas tocarry forward the lineof spiritual descendants.

Abraham lived to be 175 years of age in what might well be called a rich and successful life, but we believe that even for him "the best
is yet tobe."

InprayerconsiderGod'sblessingsandponderwhatstill liesahead.

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Genesis9:8-17

It may seem a strange place to begin if your focus is on the Christmas Story. However, if you see the Christmas Story as part of the
largercovenantpromiseofGod, it is theperfectplace tostart.

The first three chapters of Genesis are the poetic retelling of how God created the heavens and the earth and saw that it was
very good.  However, in Chapter 4 things start to go south. Adam and Eve have two sons and in the first sibling rivalry one of the sons
(Cain) kills his brother (Abel). Thus the descendents of the first man and first woman are born into an evil world, and by chapter 6 God
has had enough of their destructive ways.  So God decides to destroy the very world God created with a flood.

However, if we have ever wondered about God's heart being tender toward those whom God has created, we see it begins in the
very first book of the Bible. God reverses the decision to destroy what God has created and called good, and God allows Noah to build
an ark to save his family and the animals of the earth. In our text for today God makes a promise. Never again will God destroy the earth
with a flood. God is not done with humanity yet.

The story is akin to the most-sacred symbol in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  It is a tree: a sprawling, shade-bearing, 80-year-old
American Elm. Tourists drive from miles around to see her. People pose for pictures beneath her. Arborists carefully protect her. She
adorns posters and letterhead. Other trees grow larger, fuller# even greener. But not one is equally cherished. The city treasures the
tree not because of her appearance, but her endurance. She endured the Oklahoma City bombing.

Timothy McVeigh parked his death-laden truck only yards from her. His malice killed 168 people, wounded 850, destroyed the
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building, and buried the tree in rubble. No one expected it to survive. No one, in fact, gave any thought to the
dusty, branch-stripped tree.  But then she began to bud.
Sprouts pressed through damaged bark; green leaves pushed away gray soot. Life resurrected from an acre of death. People noticed.
The tree modeled the resilience the victims desired. So they gave the elm a name: the Survivor Tree. [Source:

Even when we might want to give up on ourselves or on our world, O God, we are reminded that you have not given up on us. Keep
workingwithus toestablish thekingdomofGod inour livesand in the lifeofourworld. Amen.

The best is yet to be.

Max Lucado, Facing Your
Giants (W Publishing Group, 2006), p. 43-44]

NOVEMBER 27
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November 30

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Genesis37:2 -11 TheTestimonyof Joseph

Joseph had ten older brothers. They were really only what we would call "half-brothers," for he did not have the same mother as
any of them. His birth is recorded in Genesis 30:23,24, and his entire biography is in Genesis 37:3 through Genesis 50:24. The Biblical
novelist,ThomasMann, required twocompletevolumes to tell thewholestory.

From the day of his birth, his elder "half-brothers" were jealous of him and loathed him, and their loathing almost led them to kill him;
but instead theysoldhim intoslavery toacaravangoing toEgypt, feeling thatwouldbe the last theywouldeverseeorhearofhim.

On the other hand, God had revealed to Joseph, through special dreams, that he was to become a very famous and powerful man in
Egypt, and that the day would come when his 10 elder brothers, not being able to recognize him, actually would bow before him and plead
withhim togive themfood to takeback to their families inCanaan.
The entire account is full of "ups and downs" as it seems there are so many times when God's plan for Joseph will be thwarted. It is truly an
accountwhichgivesgreat support toour theological certaintyof the "SovereigntyofGod."

In addition to all of the victories which God gave to Joseph in this life, and all of the special honors and political power, we believe that
even forhim,as forourselves, "thebest is yet tobe."

In prayer, review the ways in which you have received so many special!graces" from God, and offer Him your thanksgiving and
praise. In theNameofJesusChrist,Amen.

November 29

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Genesis28:10$22

One of the best courses I have ever taken was entitled The professor took a lookat all the
places in theBiblewhereGodusesadreamtocommunicateanotheraspectofGod'sgrace.

In our scripture for today we read about the dream that Jacob had at the place he named Bethel ( It was a dream
of comfort for him.
In that dream, God renews with Jacob the covenant promises made to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-4a and 22:15-18). The LORD's words
also activate the recent blessing given to Jacob by his father Isaac (28:3-4).

Verses 13b through 15 are significant not only for Jacob's life but for the life of his descendants. Jacob would later be renamed
Israel (Genesis 32:28) and for all of humanity. There is a promise of land and of numerous offspring, who would spread far and wide,
and who would have a role in the blessing of!all the families of the earth."

Further, and even more powerfully, in verse 15 Yahweh personally assures Jacob with these words:!Know that
and wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised
you" (italics added).

Whatever God promises, God carries out. These promises, unlike some other biblical promises, are conditional. God speaks;
it happen. It doesn't depend here on Jacob's or Israel's or our response.
Vernon Grounds tells the story of an atheist and a Christian were engaged in an intense public debate. On the blackboard behind the
podium the atheist printed in large capital letters, "GOD IS NOWHERE."

When the Christian rose to offer his rebuttal, he rubbed out the W at the beginning of where and added that letter to the
preceding word no. Then the statement read, "GOD IS NOW HERE." [Source:

]

Ever faithful God, who speaks to us in so many ways, assure us in thisAdvent season that you are still speaking today. Allow us
to findawordofhopeonwhich tobuildandawordof faith topropelus forward intoanuncertain future.Amen.

Dreams: God's Forgotten Language.

House of God).

I am with you
will keep you

un
will The best is yet to be.

Vernon Grounds, Radical Commitment. Christianity
Today, Vol. 30, no. 7.
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December 2

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Joshua1:1 -7 TheTestimonyof Joshua

In the book which bears his name, Joshua is presented first of all as one of the "spies", along with his partner, Caleb. They were
commissioned with ten other men to go into the country which God had promised toAbraham and his descendants and take a report back
to Moses.All twelve of them came back with the report that it was indeed a land "flowing with milk and honey" and as evidence of this they
broughtbacksome"samples"of theproduce - includingvery largeclustersofgrapes.

However, ten of the "spies" also added that there were already people living there who seemed to very capable of resisting any
encroachment from another group of people. Joshua and Caleb agreed that there were inhabitants in that land, but they must remember
that their God was with them and was directing them to go forward. For that report and advice, Joshua and Caleb were almost stoned to
death.Thus it was that the entire generation of people who had left Egypt were condemned to spend 40 years wandering in the wilderness
- until that entire generation of adults who had left Egypt, except Joshua and Caleb, died. During that time, Moses also died and Joshua
wasappointed tobehissuccessor

Joshua was a "gifted" leader and was able to encourage the people to move forward to the land of the Promise. The first major
city which they confronted was Jericho. It was there that God directed Joshua to a most unusual plan of attack - just marching
around the wall of the city for six days in silence. Then on the seventh day, they were to walk around it seven times, with the
accompaniment of all of their instruments and at the seventh circuit voicing a mighty shout. And, as the song says, "The walls came
a-tumbling down!"

Thanksgiving for remindersof theway inwhichGodhasdirectedandpreservedHispeople in thepast.Amen.

December 1

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Exodus3:1-15

Names are a part of our identity. Whenever we baptize a child, we ask the parents to name the child in front of the community.
Then we tell the parents that we are, in effect, giving them a new surname; the name Christian. As a person baptized in the name of
Christ, we are known not only by our family name, but by the name of the one who claims us# Jesus Christ. We are known forever as a
Christian.

From the burning bush God called Moses by his name and commissions him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt into the Promised
Land. When Moses asks God for God's name, God tells Moses,!I am who I am."The Hebrew sentence is! ehyeh asher ehyeh, which
can mean either "I am who I am," or "I will be who I will be." There is a sense of both the present and the future in the name that God gives
his trustedservant. I amherenow. Iwill bewithyou in the future. Theonly thingyouhave todo is trustme. (TheBest is yet tobe)

InhisbookExodusandRevolution,MichaelWalzershares three lessonswecanall learn fromthewayGodusedMoses. The first is,
that wherever you live, it is probably Egypt. Second, that there is a better place, a world more attractive, a promised land.And third, that
"theway to the land is through thewilderness." [Source:MichaelWalzer,ExodusandRevolution (BasicBooks,1986),p.149]

Perhaps there is a fourth thing to learn, as well: That even in the wilderness, God will be with us, and that from the wilderness of
our lives, God will lead us to a promised land which is better than anything we can imagine. The Best is yet to be.

O God, in this season of Advent teach us that you know our names, and you call us by name. Then you invite us to move with
you into an uncertain promise but only with the affirmation that You will be with us. Grant us the eyes to see and the mind to discern your
presence. Amen.
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December 4

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Judges6:11 -18 TheTestimonyofGideon

Gideon was one whom we would call a "no-nonsense" person. When commissioned by an angel to serve God in a very special
way, he demanded not one but two "signs." The first is in the passage we have read. It involved his preparing a special meal for the angel
who had commissioned him. In a very convincing way, the angel demonstrated the validity of his person and message. When he touched
with his staff the meal which Gideon had prepared, it was immediately consumed by a flash of fire. Being thus convinced, Gideon
proceeded todestroy, the imageandaltarofBaalwhichhadbeensetup inhis father'shouse.

When God called him to a further task - leading the army of Israel against the Midianites, he asked for another sign. Overnight, He put
out a "fleece" (a sheepskin with the wool still on it). He asked God to make the fleece wet with dew, but have all of the ground around it
completely dry - and it was done. Just as an extra precaution, he asked God to give yet one more sign - this time for the fleece to be dry and
all of the ground around it soaked with dew.And it was done. With confidence in those two "signs," Gideon committed himself to the task to
whichGodhadcalledhimandwasvictoriousover theMidinites -evenwithagreatlydiminishedmilitary forceasdirectedbyGod.

Following that example, we often desire some kind of "sign" or confirmation regarding some service we are to render, which, if
done, gives us much joy; but that is but a clue of the future where the best is yet to be.

Recall andgive thanks for those timeswhenyouhave feltGod'sguidance inaspecialway.

December 3

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Judges4:4-16

The authors of this devotional feel sorry for men who have had not had the privilege of learning lessons of faith from the strong
women in their families. Pastor Houdeshel was married to a strong and tender woman, Skip, and is surrounded by three very strong and
independent daughters. Pastor Riggs is married to a strong and tender woman, Cherie, and is surrounded two strong and independent
daughters and two granddaughters. Whatever vestiges of male chauvinism may remain in our culture, it has been erased in their families.
Womenhavealwaysplayedan important role in their lives.

Women have played an important role in the history of God's people, as well. In our scripture for today, we read of the strength of
Deborah as a leader of God's people and how, with Barak, she defeated the last vestiges of Canaanite power. The Israelite capture of this
important area from the Canaanites - the fertile and strategic plains of the Promised Land - marked the last significant Canaanite
resistance to Israelitecontrol over the region.TheCanaaniteseffectivelyceased tobeasignificantmilitary threat to thechosenpeople.

St. Jerome, a fourth century Roman priest, once wrote of those who diminish the leadership role of women in the life of the church:
These people do not know that while Barak trembled, Deborah saved Israel; that Esther delivered from supreme peril the children of God.
Is it not to women that our Lord appeared after His Resurrection?Yes, and the men could then blush for not having sought what the women
had found.

And what of the birth of Jesus? Imagine what the outcome of the story might have been without the courage of Elizabeth and Mary?
Wehavemuch to learn fromthe faithofwomen in theBible.

Help us to understand the witness of strong women of faith in our history as a people, O God. Thank you for reminding us that we
arebestwhenwework togetheranddiminishedwhenwedeny this important truth.



December 4

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:
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December 6

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

ISamuel1:21 -28,2:1 -10 TheTestimonyofHannah

According to the Biblical record it seems that one of the distinctive features which God requires of God's servants is patience.
The prime example, of course, is Job. But there are many others and surely Hannah is among them. For years, she and her husband,
Elkanah, had been longing to have a son, but with the passing of so much time and their advancing age, it just didn't seem that this was
going tohappen.

It was their practice to make an annual pilgrimage to Shiloh, where there was a Sanctuary for the worship of God with Eli serving as the
priest. While they were there one year, Hannah began to pour out her heart to God in a fervent prayer, beseeching God for a son. In the
earnestness of her prayer, even though there were no audible words, her lips were moving. When Eli saw this, he jumped to the hasty
conclusion that shewasdrunkandupbraidedher for it.

She told him that she was praying out of great anguish and grief. In response, Eli said, "Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant
you what you have asked of Him." Early the next morning, they returned to their home. In the course of time, Hannah did conceive and
gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel - which can be rather freely translated as "one who was asked of the Lord." In her joy and
gratitude, she gaveherson to theLord, so thatafterhewasweaned, she tookhim to theSanctuary toserve Eli, thepriest. Shewouldcome
thereeachyear,bringinganewrobe for thegrowingchild.

Hisparentshadmuch joyat that time,butalso learned that "Thebestwasyet tobe."

Forpatienceand thegraciousProvidenceofGod, leadingus to the "best."

December 5
Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Ruth4:7-18

Without Ruth and Boaz, there is no Obed. Without Obed, there is no Jesse. Without Jesse there is no David. Without David,
God'schosenpeoplemayhave lost theirway. Itwasbecauseof the faithofRuthandBoaz thatGodgave Israela future.Thecredentials that
authenticated Jesus as the Messiah was connection to the Davidic throne;!he was of the house and lineage of David." The prophet, Isaiah
writes thisabout theMessiahwho is tocome(Isaiah11:1-5):

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him# the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD#
and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears;
but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
Righteousness will be his belt
and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

It all begins with Ruth and Boaz and their love for one another. It is the way God has been saving the world for thousands of years. It is
parents loving each other enough to bring a child into their life who is then nurtured to be an instrument of God's grace. It is how Jesus
learned toaccepthis identityas thesonofGod. It ishowGodwill continue tosave theworld.Thebest is yet tobe.

Thank you, God, for the gift of family and for bringing our children through us so that we may teach them of our love for you.
Continue to do your work of salvation in this most ordinary way, and help us to nurture our children to be men and women of faith proclaiming
yourgoodnews. Amen.
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December 8

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

ISamuel16:6 -13 TheTestimonyofDavid (1)

It would seem that the type of government which God had intended for Israel was that of a Theocracy. That is, a form of
administration in which God would be the supreme ruler who would reveal God's various directions through God's messages to the
prophets.This was not at all what the people of Israel desired.They wanted to have a king who would have absolute authority and would
beable to lead them intobattleswhichwouldbewagedagainstotherpeoplewhohadkings.

Again, it would seem that it was only with great reluctance that God was willing to designate a king for Israel. God directed Samuel
to anoint a man from the tribe of Benjamin, named Saul. Unfortunately, as Saul aged, he became what we would describe as "senile,"
with the result that the people then called for a successor. God directed the prophet, Samuel, to go to the home of Jesse, and anoint one
ofhissons tobeSaul's successor.

As each son came before him, Samuel was quite impressed and felt that any one of them would serve Israel well as the king, but
God indicated that was not to be. "God judges persons differently than humans do. Men and women look at the face; God looks into the
heart." (The Message). Seven sons of Jesse came before Samuel who was directed to reject each one. He was told there was one
younger,watchingover thesheep.DavidwasbroughtbeforeSamuel,whowasdirectedbyGod toanointhimas thenextKingof Israel.

It was quite a change for David - from the sheep-fold eventually to the palace - and even beyond that. For David also, the best is yet
tobe.

Ponder theways inwhichGodhasbeendirectingyour life.

December 7

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

ISamuel3:1-14

Samuel was the leader who anointed David and set him apart as the future King of Israel. However, before he could discern this
as God's will, he had to learn how to listen for the call of God in his own life. Our text today is the story of how Samuel learned to listen for
God.

Two times theLordcallsSamuel.Two timesEli sendshimawaybefore the text, inanaside to the reader, explains that "Samueldidnot
yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him" (v.7). Not only does this explanation serve to excuse
Samuel's repeated misidentification of the voice he hears, but it prepares the reader now to expect some proper response from the one in
thisstorywhodidknow theLordandwhohad received theLord'sword in thepast:Eli.

On the third occasion of the voice's calling "Samuel," and the boy's rushing in to Eli's side, the old prophet finally does catch on. "Eli
perceived that the LORD was calling the boy" (v.8). Even though Eli himself never hears this voice, he finally picks up the vibrations of this
auspicious moment and is at last able to help Samuel understand what is happening and how to respond. Eli knows how a "vision" of God
mustbe received: "Say 'Speak,LORD, for yourservant is listening'" (v.9).Eli reveals that tobeGod'sprophet first and foremostdemandsa
listeningear. BeforeGodcanuseanyofuswehave tobewilling to listen.

Two men were talking over coffee one day. One said: "I'm concerned about my wife. She talks to herself a lot these days." The other
said: "Minedoes too,but shedoesn't know it.She thinks I'm listening."

Thatwon'twork ifwewant tobeusedbyGod.Wemust learn to listen, tohear,andbewilling to respond toGod'scall inour lives.

Lord, we need to listen so that you might speak to us in this time of waiting. Remind us that we have been given two ears and one
mouthso thatwemight listen twiceasmuchaswespeak.Come,LordJesus. Weare listening.
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December 10

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

IISamuel7:4 -17 TheTestimonyofNathan

This is one of those passages in the Bible which engages in a "play on words." It's not always very easy to have such a "play on
words" when one is going from one language to another, but in this case it seems to work quite well - even though the two languages are
HebrewandEnglish.

Once David was firmly established as the King of Israel, he built a wonderful palace for himself and his rather extensive court. But
then the thought came to him that while he was living in this fine palace, theArk of God (symbolic of God's presence) was still being lodged
in a tent. He consulted with the prophet, Nathan, telling him of his concern and suggesting that it might be well for him to give serious
consideration to the project of building a more permanent type of building - a Temple - to house the Ark of the Covenant - hence a place
which would be the primary location for the offering of sacrifices and the worship of God. At first, Nathan commended David for this plan
and encouraged him to proceed with it. However, that night, God spoke to Nathan and gave him quite a different message. And therein
was the "playonwords."

David desired to build God a house.The word which came to Nathan was, "David does not need to build Me a house. I will build David
a 'house.'" But the definition of that "house" was different from that which David intended. The "house" which God planned to give to David
was a royal family$to be referred to in all the years to come as the "House (Family and Descendants) of David." Moreover, it was of this
"House" that theMessiahwas tobeborn.

AskGodwhatplansorprojectsGodmighthave for you.

December 9

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

IISamuel2:1-7 TheTestimonyofDavid

David spent a great deal of his life waiting. David had to wait something like 15 years from the time he was first anointed by
Samuel to the time he became king over Judah (as recorded in our text). It was another seven years before David was anointed king over
all Israel.ThismeansDavidwaitedover20yearsofhis life tobemadeking.

After nearly 15 years of waiting, most spent fleeing from Saul, David learns of Saul's death and the death of three of his sons. After
mourning their deaths, David inquires of the Lord, seeking to learn what he should do in response to Saul's death. God indicates that David
andhismenshould return to thecityofHebron in the landof Judah. It is there that themenofJudahanointDavidkingof Judah.

For most of us it is hard to wait; even when we know that God is in the midst of the waiting. We want results now. We want answers
now. Wedon'twant towait evenwhenweknowthegoodstuff takes time.
Margaret Feinberg discovered that any good wine maker must adopt a long-term approach to their work or their wines will suffer. She
writes: The first year a vintner plants shoots of vines rather than seeds because these yield the strongest vines. At the end of the first
growing season, he cuts them back.Asecond year passes. He cuts them back again. Only after the third year does he see his first viable
clusters of grapes. Serious vintners leave those clusters on the vines. For most vintners, it's not until year four that they bring in their first
harvest.

For those growing grapes for winemaking, they'll bottle their harvest, but won't taste the fruit of their labors until year seven or eight.
Most vineyards inNapaValleywon't reachabreakevenpoint for their investmentuntil year fifteen,eighteenorbeyond.

The same is true of the life of faith. It does not happen all at once. We have to nurture the seedlings of faith and help them grow; prune
theunproductiveshootsandkeepwaiting. When the time is right,Godbrings in theharvest.

Help me to be patient like David, Lord. Help me to believe the best is yet to be; to trust you with the future; and to wait for the good
harvest youwant toproduce inus.
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December 12

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Isaiah9:6,7

For many of us, these majestic verses from the pen of Isaiah, are best known through the way in which they have been wedded to
the inspired music of George F. Handel in his majestic Oratorio, "The Messiah." Perhaps we recall the titles and the way in which they
resound to thestrongbeatsof the tympani: -der-ful, -selor, theMighty the the !

The interesting thing is that all of these titles are to be ascribed to a new-born child who has yet to be born, yet all of the words are cast
in thepast tense$which is thenatureofpropheticwriting.

Since it has been our destiny in the Providence of God to come into this world at this time, we can read or listen to these words in an
entirely different manner from those who read or heard them originally. For them and many succeeding generations, these events were all
still in the future. It is forus tobeable to lookbackupon themand recognize their fulfillment.

It is our conviction that Jesus of Nazareth fulfilled all of these prophetic words which describe the coming Messiah - literally "the
AnointedOne" (Hebrew)orTheChrist (Greek); thuswerefer toandaddressHimbymeansof those titles.

We believe also that this "MessianicAge" has not yet come in all of its fulness, but that there is yet before us and this world that time,
which has been set in the Father's will, when all of these things will take place. In short, we continue with our affirmation: "The best is yet to
be."

Tobekept faithful in this timeofexpectation,holding fast to theassurance these thingswill indeedcome topass.Amen.

Won Coun God, EverlastingFather, PrinceofPeace

December 11

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

: IKings3:3-14

Solomon's request for the wisdom needed to rule God's people provides our first hint of his reputation as Israel's wisest king (1
Kings 3:16-28; 4:29-34; 10:1-10, 23-24). God is pleased that Solomon does not seek the predictable things that humans often seek in
prayer (long life, riches, revenge upon their enemies), and promises to give Solomon long life and riches specifically because he did not
request them! (1Kings3:11-13). Instead,Solomonasks forwisdom.

Walter Wangrin makes this observation about his request: At the beginning of his reign, King Solomon prayed for one superior gift
from God. Not wealth, not long life, but something far more valuable--he asked for "an understanding heart," which translated, a hearing
heart. He asked, we say, for wisdom. But the genius of wisdom ... is the ability to open a room in one's heart for the talk--and so for the
presence--ofanother.Wisdom isnoneother than theability to listen.

In this season when we are regularly asking for what we want for Christmas, perhaps wisdom would be a good request; to open our
hearts for thepresenceofanotherand listen towhat it isGodmightwant togiveus.

Helpus toask for thebestwhenwemakeour requestsof you,OGod.Helpus toask forwisdom;anunderstandingheart.Amen.
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Since it has been our destiny in the Providence of God to come into this world at this time, we can read or listen to these words in an
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We believe also that this "MessianicAge" has not yet come in all of its fulness, but that there is yet before us and this world that time,
which has been set in the Father's will, when all of these things will take place. In short, we continue with our affirmation: "The best is yet to
be."

Tobekept faithful in this timeofexpectation,holding fast to theassurance these thingswill indeedcome topass.Amen.

Won Coun God, EverlastingFather, PrinceofPeace

December 11

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

: IKings3:3-14

Solomon's request for the wisdom needed to rule God's people provides our first hint of his reputation as Israel's wisest king (1
Kings 3:16-28; 4:29-34; 10:1-10, 23-24). God is pleased that Solomon does not seek the predictable things that humans often seek in
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from God. Not wealth, not long life, but something far more valuable--he asked for "an understanding heart," which translated, a hearing
heart. He asked, we say, for wisdom. But the genius of wisdom ... is the ability to open a room in one's heart for the talk--and so for the
presence--ofanother.Wisdom isnoneother than theability to listen.

In this season when we are regularly asking for what we want for Christmas, perhaps wisdom would be a good request; to open our
hearts for thepresenceofanotherand listen towhat it isGodmightwant togiveus.

Helpus toask for thebestwhenwemakeour requestsof you,OGod.Helpus toask forwisdom;anunderstandingheart.Amen.



December 14

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Jeremiah30:18 -22 TheProphecyof Jeremiah

For the most part it seems that Jeremiah is a prophet of doom and gloom. Many times he is described as "the weeping prophet."
But that is not the whole story. He does tell of a time of tragedy and sorrow which is going to come upon his nation as a result of their
faithlessness and desertion of the worship of the one true God. But this will not be a permanent condition. If his people are serious about
their return to their former faithfulness inworshipandconduct, there is thebrighthope foramuchhappierandmoreblessed future.

His is a proclamation of the infinite love and mercy of a God who loves with a love which is truly boundless.The promised restoration is
described inglowing terms in the translationofEugenePeterson in "TheMessage:"

"I'll turn things around for Jacob, I'll compassionately come in and rebuild homes. The town will be rebuilt on its old foundations; the
mansions will be splendid again.Thanksgivings will pour out of the windows, Laughter will spill through the doors.Things will get better and
better.Depressiondaysareover."

From our vantage point in history, we know that the prophecy was fulfilled.The promised restoration did take place. But then there was
a relapseandanother timeof judgement.
Butalso fromour livingon thissideof thecomingof JesusandHismessage,wehave theassuranceofa futurewhen the "best is yet tobe."

Thanksgiving that in the Providence of God, we have been born in a time after the coming of God to earth in the Person of His
only-begottenSon,Jesus, theChrist.

December 13
Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Isaiah40:1-11

The year is 539 B.C., some 48 years since the final destruction of Jerusalem at the hands of the Babylonians, the year in which
Cyrus the Great of Persia conquered Babylon and issued his famous edict granting those who had been resettled in Babylon permission to
return to their original homes and to rebuild the temples of their gods (2 Chronicles 36:23.)To persuade the Israelites that returning to Israel
was the will of God required two things: Convincing them that they really were forgiven for the sins which had led to the exile, and
convincing themthat theywouldbeable tosurvive the journey.

For those who thought that the exile would last forever, Isaiah 40:1-2 announces God's pardon. Isaiah 40:3-5 addresses the second
concern by describing the miraculous new highway that God will create in the wilderness to make the people's return possible. Not only is
this the new road on which the exiles will travel, a road with all the obstacles removed, all the hills lowered and the valleys raised, it is also a
road on which God himself will come out to meet them! The highway is a divine one on which the merciful God will come to rescue his
peopleand lead themback to their rightful home.

MaryLeonardofLouisville,Kentucky,dealtwitha rare inflammatory tissuedisease that invades themuscles.There isnoknowncause
or cure. In March of 2010, Mary was told by doctors that she had 24-48 hours to live. Mary lived and is now reflecting on the changes that
take place when you learn your time is short. [Source: Ruth Schenk, "What Changes When You Only Have 24 Hours to Live?" Southeast
Outlook (7-1-10)]

Hereare the lessonsshesaysshe learned through theordeal:
1. Knowthatprayer ispowerful.
2. Mend fencesnow.
3. Release the reinsof life toGod.
4. KnowthatGod isable# more thanable.
5. Put your focusonwhat reallymatters.

Lead us, O God, to what is truly important in life. Remove the fear we may have of making the journey to wholeness. Lead us, O
God, to thebest youhave forus, inJesusname. Amen.
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December 16

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Joel2:25 -29 TheProphecyof Joel

Joel's book is included in the collection of the 12 which we usually refer to as the "Minor Prophets." The word "Minor" in that
context refers not to its relative importance, but rather to the size of the book. It would be more nearly accurate to use the word "Smaller"
insteadof "Minor".

Living here in Lancaster County, we have the opportunity to witness at first-hand the way in which God provides for us. The fertile
fields, sunshine and rain, all of which, for the most part, seem to be in an advantageous proportion; the products of the farming support
agencies - the seed, fertilizer and insecticide companies. As well as research which is continually being done in our various agricultural
colleges.Apparently that isall quiteabit different fromwhatwe read in theBiblical text regardingagricultural endeavor.

Apparently one of the greatest fears of those farmers was a plague of locusts.These could come at any time and in such numbers and
with such voracious appetites that they could destroy an entire crop of grain in a matter of a few days or less. Joel compares this to the
spiritual health and strength of his people and proclaims a coming time when, in opposition to the powers of evil, the Spirit of God will be
"pouredout"on thepeopleandwill strengthenand inspire themand thepropheticgiftswill begranted to them.

Even as Joel's listeners and readers longed and looked forward to that day, we who have been privileged to have seen that fulfillment,
continue to look forward to thecompletevictoryofGod throughJesusChrist, beingconfident that thebest is yet tobe.

Forconfidence in theSovereigntyofGodand the final triumphofJesusChrist.

DECEMBER 15
Read:Ezekiel 20:33$44

#

Reflect:

Prayer:

The prophet Ezekiel frequently acted strangely and spoke harshly. But in Ezekiel 34, God offers words of hope even in the midst of
judgment. In our passage (explore Ezekiel 34 as a whole, along with the closely parallel Jeremiah 23:1-8), God will remove the current
irresponsible shepherds (leaders) of his sheep (people), and he will judge those sheep who mistreat other sheep. God will become the
good Shepherd, both directly and through "David" an especially appropriate wordAdvent as we wait for the promised Messiah out of the
HouseandLineageofDavid.

In contrast to the about-to-be deposed evil shepherds of Israel, the Lord God himself would become the good Shepherd of his sheep
(vv. 11-16a). He would search for his scattered sheep, a reference to the Jewish exiles. The book of Ezekiel is set in the exile in Babylon,
and Ezekiel is a prophet to those Jews exiled. Ezekiel places a lot of blame for the exile on Israelite kings for failing to lead their people
properly. In contrast to them, God would bring about a new exodus by seeking out his exiled people and rescuing them and bringing them
back to "graze" in their own land.

Earnest Shackleton led a daring expedition in 1914 to reach Antarctica. A year earlier, a lesser-known Canadian-led expedition
headed in the other direction to explore the North Pole. Both ships, the Karluk in the north and the Endurance in the south, found
themselves trapped by solid ice packs. Each crew was faced with a fight for survival. But the outcomes of the two expeditions couldn't have
been more different. The crew of the Karluk perished, while Shackleton's crew faced the same problems# cold, food shortages, stress,
andanxiety# buthiscrewrespondedwith teamwork, self-sacrifice,andastonishinggoodcheer.

Shackleton's leadership focused on the value and dignity of his teammates. At one of the lowest points of his trip, Shackleton wrote,
"The task was now to secure the safety of the party."The well-being of his team drove him to put others first. Shackleton even gave away his
mittens and boots and volunteered for the longest night watches. By valuing each person, Shackleton forged a team that was willing to
share their rations with each other, even on the brink of starvation. Through his example of sacrificial leadership, Shackleton was able to
accomplish his ultimate objective: saving the lives of his crew members. [Source: Dennis N. T. Perkins, Leading at the Edge (AMACOM,
2000),pp. xiii-xiv]

Help us to see you as the Good Shepherd, O God. Let us listen for your voice in the midst of all the competing voices of our culture.
Maywesee thedifferencebetween the lifeyouofferand thedeathofferedbyourculture. Amen.



December 16

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Joel2:25 -29 TheProphecyof Joel

Joel's book is included in the collection of the 12 which we usually refer to as the "Minor Prophets." The word "Minor" in that
context refers not to its relative importance, but rather to the size of the book. It would be more nearly accurate to use the word "Smaller"
insteadof "Minor".

Living here in Lancaster County, we have the opportunity to witness at first-hand the way in which God provides for us. The fertile
fields, sunshine and rain, all of which, for the most part, seem to be in an advantageous proportion; the products of the farming support
agencies - the seed, fertilizer and insecticide companies. As well as research which is continually being done in our various agricultural
colleges.Apparently that isall quiteabit different fromwhatwe read in theBiblical text regardingagricultural endeavor.

Apparently one of the greatest fears of those farmers was a plague of locusts.These could come at any time and in such numbers and
with such voracious appetites that they could destroy an entire crop of grain in a matter of a few days or less. Joel compares this to the
spiritual health and strength of his people and proclaims a coming time when, in opposition to the powers of evil, the Spirit of God will be
"pouredout"on thepeopleandwill strengthenand inspire themand thepropheticgiftswill begranted to them.

Even as Joel's listeners and readers longed and looked forward to that day, we who have been privileged to have seen that fulfillment,
continue to look forward to thecompletevictoryofGod throughJesusChrist, beingconfident that thebest is yet tobe.

Forconfidence in theSovereigntyofGodand the final triumphofJesusChrist.

DECEMBER 15
Read:Ezekiel 20:33$44

#

Reflect:

Prayer:

The prophet Ezekiel frequently acted strangely and spoke harshly. But in Ezekiel 34, God offers words of hope even in the midst of
judgment. In our passage (explore Ezekiel 34 as a whole, along with the closely parallel Jeremiah 23:1-8), God will remove the current
irresponsible shepherds (leaders) of his sheep (people), and he will judge those sheep who mistreat other sheep. God will become the
good Shepherd, both directly and through "David" an especially appropriate wordAdvent as we wait for the promised Messiah out of the
HouseandLineageofDavid.

In contrast to the about-to-be deposed evil shepherds of Israel, the Lord God himself would become the good Shepherd of his sheep
(vv. 11-16a). He would search for his scattered sheep, a reference to the Jewish exiles. The book of Ezekiel is set in the exile in Babylon,
and Ezekiel is a prophet to those Jews exiled. Ezekiel places a lot of blame for the exile on Israelite kings for failing to lead their people
properly. In contrast to them, God would bring about a new exodus by seeking out his exiled people and rescuing them and bringing them
back to "graze" in their own land.

Earnest Shackleton led a daring expedition in 1914 to reach Antarctica. A year earlier, a lesser-known Canadian-led expedition
headed in the other direction to explore the North Pole. Both ships, the Karluk in the north and the Endurance in the south, found
themselves trapped by solid ice packs. Each crew was faced with a fight for survival. But the outcomes of the two expeditions couldn't have
been more different. The crew of the Karluk perished, while Shackleton's crew faced the same problems# cold, food shortages, stress,
andanxiety# buthiscrewrespondedwith teamwork, self-sacrifice,andastonishinggoodcheer.

Shackleton's leadership focused on the value and dignity of his teammates. At one of the lowest points of his trip, Shackleton wrote,
"The task was now to secure the safety of the party."The well-being of his team drove him to put others first. Shackleton even gave away his
mittens and boots and volunteered for the longest night watches. By valuing each person, Shackleton forged a team that was willing to
share their rations with each other, even on the brink of starvation. Through his example of sacrificial leadership, Shackleton was able to
accomplish his ultimate objective: saving the lives of his crew members. [Source: Dennis N. T. Perkins, Leading at the Edge (AMACOM,
2000),pp. xiii-xiv]

Help us to see you as the Good Shepherd, O God. Let us listen for your voice in the midst of all the competing voices of our culture.
Maywesee thedifferencebetween the lifeyouofferand thedeathofferedbyourculture. Amen.



December 18

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Zephaniah3:16 -20 TheProphecyofZephaniah

The verses are such a happy conclusion to the prophecy of Zephaniah.They speak of a time of restoration and renewal.There is
the promise of a miraculous intervention of the power and majesty of God Who is to act on behalf of His people. God will deal with those
who have been oppressing God's people. Special care and consideration will be shown to those who have some kind of handicap - the
lame, as well as those who have felt estranged from God. They will once again be restored to the full fellowship within the "Covenant
People"ofGod.

Surely Zephaniah's words must have brought great comfort to his listeners and readers - even as his message has done in all
succeeding times.Especially those timeswhen thepeopleofGodhavebeensubjected tovariouskindsof trialsandpersecution.

We can well give thanks and praise to God that we have not been exposed to such treatment by our contemporaries. Surely aspects
of that thanksgiving can be expressed in our daily practice of Bible reading, prayer, compassionate service to others, and faithfulness in
worship.

Even as we think in terms of the ways in which God has sustained and blessed the "Covenant People" in the past and be encouraged
andgive thanks for that record,ourprimary focusofattention ison thedaysandyearsbeforeusbelieving that thebest is yet tobe.

Thanksgiving for all of God's works of Providence in the past and the promise which gives us assurance for that same care in the
daysandyears tocome. Amen.

December 17

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Micah5:2-5

This passage is well-known due to its connection to Christmas. When we hear these verses from Micah, they elicit from us the
memory of the town in Judah where the infant Messiah was born. In Matthew's Christmas story, when the Magi question King Herod about
theexact locationof thebirthplaceof thekingof theJews,Herod'schiefpriestsand teachersquoteMicah.

The meaning of this prophetic reading is not completely clear. In verse 2, God is speaking to Bethlehem, saying that in spite of its
insignificance, one day it will produce another David to rule Israel. Ephrathah was the name of the district in which Bethlehem was located.
The clans of Judah were the small administrative districts that made up rural Judah, and of all of the villages of Judah, only Bethlehem had
aclaim to faith:Theancient townofBethlehemwas thehomeofKingDavid.

The implication is that Bethlehem's history will one day repeat itself in the birth of a Messiah -- the coming ruler will be from Bethlehem
and that rulerwill beanewDavid.God'schoice tends tobe for thesmallest, the least likely tobeable toaccomplishGod'spurpose.

There is a story of a mother who wanted to encourage her young son's progress at the piano, who bought tickets for a Paderewski
performance. When the night arrived, they found their seats near the front of the concert hall and eyed the majestic Steinway waiting on
stage. Soon the mother found a friend to talk to, and the boy slipped away. When eight o'clock arrived, the spotlights came on, the
audience quieted, and only then did they notice the boy up on the bench, innocently picking out "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star." His mother
gasped, but before she could retrieve her son, the master appeared on the stage and quickly moved to the keyboard. "Don't quit--keep
playing," he whispered to the boy. Leaning over, Paderewski reached down with his left hand and began filling in a bass part. Soon his right
arm reached around the other side, encircling the child, to add a running obbligato.Together, the old master and the young novice held the
crowdmesmerized.

In our lives, unpolished though we may be, it is the Christ who surrounds us and whispers in our ear, time and again, "Don't quit--keep
playing."Andaswedo,heaugmentsandsupplementsuntil aworkofamazingbeauty iscreated.

Whenwe feel small anddiminished,OGod, remindus thatwhenweworkwithyou,great thingscanhappen.Useus toyourglory.
Amen.
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December 20

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Malachi4:1 -6

It is with these six verses that the Old Testament closes. The prophet proclaims that something new is about to happen. The first
listeners and readers of the words of Malachi must have been greatly encouraged by them.There is the promise that all of the forces of evil
will bewipedout$burned likesomuchstubble -absolutelynothingwhatsoever left of them.

On the other hand, all those who have been faithful to the Covenant which God made with them at Horeb (another name for
Sinai), endeavoring to live in accordance with that "Law," will experience something like a brand new sunrise. This new dawn will
bring with it a healing and restoration of all that is good.

The symbol which Malachi uses to describe the exuberance of those who will be experiencing this new sunrise, is that of the
actions of young calves being released from the stalls in which they have been "penned up" for some time. Of course, he is writing to
people who have been reading and studying the prophecies of a coming "Messiah" for centuries - even as we have been longing for
the triumphant return of that same "Messiah" - which is really what the season of Advent is all about.

The "Church Fathers" set aside this time prior to our celebration of the "First Coming" of the "Messiah" to prepare our hearts and
minds for His "Second Coming." They don't want us to miss it, as did so many at the time of the "First Coming."

For theguidanceof theHolySpirit thatwemightbe readyatanymoment towelcome the "SecondComing"of Jesus.

December 19

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Habakkuk1:1-4

We know relatively little about the prophet Habakkuk or the circumstances during which he lived. He appears to have lived and
worked during the height of the Chaldean (Babylonian) Empire which is portrayed in the book's opening chapter as the instrument of God's
judgment against Judah. The twin threats of internal unrest and external menace have been confronting God's people for awhile by the
timeHabakkukdeliversasetoforaclesandanextensiveprayeronbehalf of thosepeople.

In verse 2 Habakkuk begins a conversation with God. He asks, in anguished detail, how long he must cry for help with no response
from God. Habakkuk complains is that he is surrounded by!violence"(v. 2), a word that occurs in Habakkuk six times (here and at 1:3, 9;
2:8,17 twice), anunusualemphasis insuchabriefbook.

In some ways Habakkuk is like Job. He trusts God enough to cry out in anguish and to be brutally honest about his circumstances.
Finally, in chapter 3, his anguish is resolved. When we are going through a difficult time in our lives, it is sometimes hard to believe that the
best is yet tobe.

If you unfold a road map of Scotland and look at the West Country, over by Loch Lomond, you'll find a spot on the map labeled!Rest
and Be Thankful."That isn't an instruction from the mapmaker. It's actually the name of a mountain pass, noted for its breathtaking view.
The place got its name because, in the days before automobiles, you had to slog through a long, uphill climb to get there. Once you topped
the crest of the hill, you found yourself in a broad, level place, with a spectacular vista# made all the sweeter by the knowledge that the
roadwasall downhill from there.

Sometimes that's the way it is with God, too. The difficult moments in our lives may feel like they will never end, but then we look back
andseeGod'shandatwork in themidstof themandcanbegrateful that!it'sall downhill fromhere."

Waiting can be difficult, O Lord, and it is all the more difficult when the times we are experiencing are full of pain and suffering.
Helpus toseeyourhandatworkandknowthatonedaywewill lookbackandknowthat youwerewithusall the time. Amen.
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minds for His "Second Coming." They don't want us to miss it, as did so many at the time of the "First Coming."

For theguidanceof theHolySpirit thatwemightbe readyatanymoment towelcome the "SecondComing"of Jesus.

December 19

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Habakkuk1:1-4

We know relatively little about the prophet Habakkuk or the circumstances during which he lived. He appears to have lived and
worked during the height of the Chaldean (Babylonian) Empire which is portrayed in the book's opening chapter as the instrument of God's
judgment against Judah. The twin threats of internal unrest and external menace have been confronting God's people for awhile by the
timeHabakkukdeliversasetoforaclesandanextensiveprayeronbehalf of thosepeople.

In verse 2 Habakkuk begins a conversation with God. He asks, in anguished detail, how long he must cry for help with no response
from God. Habakkuk complains is that he is surrounded by!violence"(v. 2), a word that occurs in Habakkuk six times (here and at 1:3, 9;
2:8,17 twice), anunusualemphasis insuchabriefbook.

In some ways Habakkuk is like Job. He trusts God enough to cry out in anguish and to be brutally honest about his circumstances.
Finally, in chapter 3, his anguish is resolved. When we are going through a difficult time in our lives, it is sometimes hard to believe that the
best is yet tobe.

If you unfold a road map of Scotland and look at the West Country, over by Loch Lomond, you'll find a spot on the map labeled!Rest
and Be Thankful."That isn't an instruction from the mapmaker. It's actually the name of a mountain pass, noted for its breathtaking view.
The place got its name because, in the days before automobiles, you had to slog through a long, uphill climb to get there. Once you topped
the crest of the hill, you found yourself in a broad, level place, with a spectacular vista# made all the sweeter by the knowledge that the
roadwasall downhill from there.

Sometimes that's the way it is with God, too. The difficult moments in our lives may feel like they will never end, but then we look back
andseeGod'shandatwork in themidstof themandcanbegrateful that!it'sall downhill fromhere."

Waiting can be difficult, O Lord, and it is all the more difficult when the times we are experiencing are full of pain and suffering.
Helpus toseeyourhandatworkandknowthatonedaywewill lookbackandknowthat youwerewithusall the time. Amen.



December 22

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Luke23:39 -43 TheRecordofLuke

These words must be handled with great care, reverence, and respect. They are the words of one dying man to another dying
man.This is no time for "cute" or "trite" sayings. When they were first spoken they must have had been a most wonderful source of comfort
andpeace to theone towhomtheywerespoken.

Theywerespoken in response toaveryserious request.That requestexpressedaverybasicdesire - "tobe remembered."
At the same time they also embody a great and implicit faith - all the more impressive when we think that they are coming from a man who
hascommittedacrimesoserious thathe isbeingexecuted for it.

The response of Jesus must have given much comfort to the one who asked for it. More than that, it provides great comfort also for
thoseofuswho read it all theseyears later.

There have been many conjectures on the part of us human beings regarding what happens to us in the moment when we die. Jesus'
wordsaresoverydirectandsatisfying.Theydonot speakofanykindofa "soul sleep -awaiting thedayof somekindof "final judgement." It
is all very immediate. " , thou shalt be with Me in Paradise." The Greek word which we translate as " " is " ." It is the
samewordwhich is in theLord'sPrayer in thepetition, "Giveus ' ' ourdailybread.".Thus it is immediate.

Inamore "colloquial" expression, thishasbeenexpressed in thewords, "It isamatterof 'goodnight' hereand 'goodmorning' up there,
where thebest is yet tobe.

Thanksgiving for thepreciouspromiseswehave regardingoureternaldestiny.Amen.

This day this day
thisday

semeron

December 21

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Matthew25:31-46

Whatever one says about Matthew 25:31-46, one thing is certain: this passage is disturbing. Beginning with verse 31, reward
and punishment dominate the scene. Instead of reading about mercy, people face judgment for deeds done in their former lives. On top of
that, it appears that salvation isbyhumaneffort, specificallybyactsof kindnessshown toothers,andnotbygrace.

However, this passage about final judgment has rightly demanded our attention for centuries. U2's Bono referenced it several years
ago in an attempt to motivate complacent Christians to demonstrate more compassion for the poor of the world and to promote greater
participation in social justice issues, which might just be the parable's main purpose Rather than interpreting the heavenly images literally,
perhaps Matthew is utilizing the parable to instruct his community about the "nations" or "people" who live in ways consistent with the core
teaching of the law. When someone acts on behalf of the needy, Matthew's point is this: Whatever good he or she does, it will not be
forgotteneven if it'sonlygivingacupofcoldwater in thenameofadisciple.

Timothy Keller, pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York, writes: Pastors often hear from their parishioners, "I work my
fingers to the bone in this church, and what thanks do I get?" Is that the way it is?Your service was for thanks? Are you in your right mind?
Servanthood begins where gratitude and applause ends. [ Source: Timothy Keller, Ministries of Mercy (Presbyterian & Reformed
Publishing,1997),p.139]

Lord, I don't have to look far to see those whom society would just as soon forget. Yet they are precious to you, and you have told
me that if I reach out to them, I will discover you in the midst of my service. So this Christmas help us to serve those who have so little in true
recognition thatwehavemore thanweneed. Insoserving, let usdiscoveryourpresence. Amen.
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December 24

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Matthew1:1 -17 TheGenealogyRecord inMatthew

There is a strong probability that Matthew was the most highly educated of all of the 12 disciples of Jesus and also the most
wealthy.Hehadaverygood job,even though it alienatedhim fromhis fellowJews.Hehadmanaged toget thepositionofa taxcollector for
the Roman government. In that position, he had the authority (supported by a member of the Roman army of occupation) to impose and
collect Roman taxes from his own fellow Jews. This did not make him very welcome in the company of his own people. It must have been
something of a surprise, disappointment, and possibly even resentment on the part of the other disciples when Jesus invited him to be
included in their fellowship.

Nevertheless, because of his education and all of the information which he had received as a faithful Jew, and then his ability to
record and preserve the teachings of Jesus and events of His life, we are very grateful that Jesus chose him to be one of the "inner
circle" of the 12 disciples.

As a Jew, Matthew obviously felt it necessary at the beginning of his book to preserve the record of the genealogy of Jesus. The
identification of the Jews as a special "Covenant People" of God began with Abraham, so, naturally, that is where Matthew begins his
account. He has a very definite "outline" for his record, which lists three major sections: Abraham to David; David to the Babylonian
captivity; the Babylonian captivity to the birth of Jesus.

For those of us who are Gentiles (Goiim), we are glad also to read the genealogy in the Gospel According to Luke. He traces the
beginning of God's people all the way back to Adam (Luke 3:23 - 38).

Thanksgiving toGod for includingusandall peopleunder the termsof theNewCovenant. Amen.

December 23

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Revelation22:12-17

Although the Revelation of John is filled with mysterious messages, magnificent visions and astounding, even inexplicable
events, it remains at its heart a letter. In its most basic form, Revelation is simply a letter sent out by John, a prisoner-preacher, intended to
be read aloud to the small and struggling churches scattered throughout the Asian region. Like Paul's letters, John's Revelation begins
with a standard formula of greeting and introduction. After all the fireworks and surprises, John's work concludes with a similar literary
closing. Chapter 22 is an epilogue. The content and verbal cues within this final chapter further remind us that like the letters of other
Christian leaders, Revelation was intended to be read during worship services, probably as an introduction to celebrating the Sacrament
of theLord'sSupper.

John offers both a promise and a warning in verses 12--13. Christ reveals that his reward is present with him -- in fact, Christ himself is
the reward.!I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End." Yet there is also a note of judgment
intimatedby thepromisegiven:!Iwill give toeachpersonaccording towhat theyhavedone." Settlingaccountsworksbothways.

Ann Lamott writes:!A friend said mournfully the other day that he'd lived his life like the Professor on "Gilligan's Island." While he
found time to fashion generators out of palm fronds, vaccines out of algae, he never got around to fixing that huge hole in the boat so he
couldgohome.Howmanypeopleactuallydo?" [Source:AnneLamott, "SincereMeditations," theooze.com]

The waiting time for Christmas is almost over, Lord. Help me to remember that as we celebrate the presence of Christ with us on
Christmasday, theworkofbeing ready forhiscomingagain is justbeginning. Teachme the things Imustdo tobe ready.



December 24

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Matthew1:1 -17 TheGenealogyRecord inMatthew

There is a strong probability that Matthew was the most highly educated of all of the 12 disciples of Jesus and also the most
wealthy.Hehadaverygood job,even though it alienatedhim fromhis fellowJews.Hehadmanaged toget thepositionofa taxcollector for
the Roman government. In that position, he had the authority (supported by a member of the Roman army of occupation) to impose and
collect Roman taxes from his own fellow Jews. This did not make him very welcome in the company of his own people. It must have been
something of a surprise, disappointment, and possibly even resentment on the part of the other disciples when Jesus invited him to be
included in their fellowship.

Nevertheless, because of his education and all of the information which he had received as a faithful Jew, and then his ability to
record and preserve the teachings of Jesus and events of His life, we are very grateful that Jesus chose him to be one of the "inner
circle" of the 12 disciples.

As a Jew, Matthew obviously felt it necessary at the beginning of his book to preserve the record of the genealogy of Jesus. The
identification of the Jews as a special "Covenant People" of God began with Abraham, so, naturally, that is where Matthew begins his
account. He has a very definite "outline" for his record, which lists three major sections: Abraham to David; David to the Babylonian
captivity; the Babylonian captivity to the birth of Jesus.

For those of us who are Gentiles (Goiim), we are glad also to read the genealogy in the Gospel According to Luke. He traces the
beginning of God's people all the way back to Adam (Luke 3:23 - 38).

Thanksgiving toGod for includingusandall peopleunder the termsof theNewCovenant. Amen.

December 23

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Revelation22:12-17

Although the Revelation of John is filled with mysterious messages, magnificent visions and astounding, even inexplicable
events, it remains at its heart a letter. In its most basic form, Revelation is simply a letter sent out by John, a prisoner-preacher, intended to
be read aloud to the small and struggling churches scattered throughout the Asian region. Like Paul's letters, John's Revelation begins
with a standard formula of greeting and introduction. After all the fireworks and surprises, John's work concludes with a similar literary
closing. Chapter 22 is an epilogue. The content and verbal cues within this final chapter further remind us that like the letters of other
Christian leaders, Revelation was intended to be read during worship services, probably as an introduction to celebrating the Sacrament
of theLord'sSupper.

John offers both a promise and a warning in verses 12--13. Christ reveals that his reward is present with him -- in fact, Christ himself is
the reward.!I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End." Yet there is also a note of judgment
intimatedby thepromisegiven:!Iwill give toeachpersonaccording towhat theyhavedone." Settlingaccountsworksbothways.

Ann Lamott writes:!A friend said mournfully the other day that he'd lived his life like the Professor on "Gilligan's Island." While he
found time to fashion generators out of palm fronds, vaccines out of algae, he never got around to fixing that huge hole in the boat so he
couldgohome.Howmanypeopleactuallydo?" [Source:AnneLamott, "SincereMeditations," theooze.com]

The waiting time for Christmas is almost over, Lord. Help me to remember that as we celebrate the presence of Christ with us on
Christmasday, theworkofbeing ready forhiscomingagain is justbeginning. Teachme the things Imustdo tobe ready.



Christmas Service Schedule

Christmas Eve Services

5:00 p.m. Family Pageant Service

8:00 p.m. Traditional Service of Lessons and Carols

11:00 p.m. Candle Light Communion Service

with our Cherub and Children's Choirs singing.

with brass and choirs. Service includes a Candle
Lighting Ceremony.

--Carols, Candle Lighting and the Sacrament of Holy
Communion with a brief message by Pastor Riggs.

Sunday, Christmas Day

11:00 a.m. OneWorship Service in the Sanctuary

December 25

Read:

Reflect:

Prayer:

Luke2:1-20

It is of no small consequence that God chose the poor and the disenfranchised to receive the message of the angels. When the
angels spoke, in their audience was a peasant woman who had conceived a child out of wedlock, a carpenter, and a group of shepherds. It
isnot theaudiencewemightexpect. It isnot theplotwemightenvision.

If we were going to announce the good news of God's love for all people, would we begin with the poor first, or would we seek out the
mostpowerful people in theworldasouraudience?

Nevertheless, the God we worship is always a God of surprises. William Willimon, the former Dean of the Chapel at Duke University
and now a United Methodist Bishop inAlabama, reflects on this passage and writes: When God came into this world, he came not to the
powerful. He came to the weak, and that is a surprise. He came to an illiterate girl in a bruised world in a dark time and said,!Blessed are
you among all the women of the earth" and that is a surprise. And when she gave birth, it was in a town she didn't want to be in. She
wanted to be home, but she gave birth in a town where she was a stranger, and that is a surprise. The shepherds came, startling her
because she was just a girl, and they were rough hewn men. But instead of harming her, they told her they had seen a vision and heard the
voicesofangelssaying that theonewhomeveryonewaswaiting forhadcome,andhewill bringpeace to thisworld%Theywondered if her
babymightbe theone,and thatwasasurprise."

The God who sent Jesus into the world is a God full of surprises, and perhaps the most surprised is the one to whom God speaks most
clearly: the poor and the disenfranchised. Likewise, if we want to sense where God is making himself known in the world, it behooves us to
pull alongsideof thosewhomay feelpooranddisenfranchised.

How silently, How silently the wondrous gift is given. So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven. No ear may
hearhimcoming,but in thisworldof sin;wheremeeksoulswill receivehimstill, thedearChrist enters in.
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